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‘CONTAINS THE COATS OF ARMS OF OVER SEVEN HUNDRED IRISH FAMILY NAMES
PRINTED IN THEIR PROPER COLORS

AND
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COATS OF ARMS

o OF : ity

LEADING IRISH FAMILIES. _ :

INTRODUCTION.

Heraldry is defined as the art or science of | When the Macedonian climax closed the commonwealths of

4 e . . : Greece :

blazoning or describing in approp nafte technical When the wrath of Roman manhood burst on Tarquin for

torms._ coats of arms and other heraldic and armor- Triwtreie:

ial insignia. The system is of very ancient origin. | When the Norman, Teuton, Briton left his primal woodland

~ we cdn trace 1t back to thé Jewish tribes ; ana spring ; . '
QE&GS&'{&&‘ALY_,“’.P find it in.a., more, elaborate. form When his rule was might and rapine, and his law a painted
L Tyrefindat.ine, mase, rafe. form i
in the l_eafhng .fa'l_nlhes of Gr eece and R_ome, who Then was Erin rich in knowledge, then from out her Ollan’s
bore distinguishing symbols, illustrative of, or store,

pertaining to, deeds of valor or merit performed by
their ancestors.
In its modern sense, however, the heraldic art

Conned to-day by sage and student, grew her ancient Mor;

Then were reared her mighty builders, who made temples te
the sun;

There they stand, her old Round Towers, showing how the

OIS

a wreath, and was. worn ~by knights and other

wpersrasges 6r ratk, Wien “¢1da *mn ~armor,*co drs- || Neexly, ot bangand mpexsnperiovato the Chrigs -
spmyaketibareiir hodileng nliaces wrark forvthaiv. flan. era._we. find the vrofotvne of modern Par-

followers and supporters. At first these badges
were worn on the helmet, to render them more
plainly visible, or on the arm, but in later times
were transferred to the shield or armor.

liamentary government in the triennial Parliament
established at Tara, where, in addition to the func-
tions of government, one of the chief objects of the
assemblage was to preserve historic and family
descent of all the Milesian-Irish clans and fam-

An erroneous idea isentertained by some, that

~Lratreoleass, Al tradeeraosriiec tu TSl i re du
permanency. On the contrary—and this is es-
pecially true of the Irish-Milesian families—these
badges of distinction were the reward of personal
merit, and could be secured by the humblest as
well as the highest. They are to-day the tes-
timonials and warrasdis "6r WEECETy, MaS0YiSt, "k '
meritorigus deeds of our ancestors ; and they appeal
- to the pride of the intelligent and enlightened
- descendants of these distinguished families to-day,
as the valiant deeds and self-sacrificing acts of
contemporary persons would to their posterity.
~ The antiquity of Irish heraldry antedates that
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ization prevailed many centuries ante
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lly conce hich order of Irish
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foundation of the oldest of the Continental nations.

“ See she smiles upon the touchstone on her distant youth,
Looking down her line of leaders and of workers for the truth ;
When the sun of art and learning yet was in the Orient;
When the might of Babylonia under Cyrus’ hand was s
Wher the Sphinx’s introverted eye turned fresh from Hgypt's
guilt ;
When the Roman bowed to Athens, whan the ¥ rthenon was
| built ;

’ nefdiaic symbols” aerote an aristocratic or ex- l"mi
eaecn .o

A

l{uf 'tnese assehibues’ 1t wa§'tne custoni ror
ief_or_head_ of a_clan tohang hisshield ryee.
his seat; and on these shields were emblazoned
devices emblematic of some glorious deed or
praiseworthy act of the owner. In time the var-
ious branches or offshoots of the family adopted
the heraldic symbol. Many of these latter added
to. the, avigival.,or.adonfed.others of their own.—
a circumstance which accounts for the fact that
many Irish families of to-day have two or more
coats of arms.

Many of these devices, as in heraldic designs
among all peoples, were bizarre and fantastic,

' though founded on some fact or tradition pertain-
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are SO remote as to 2€e 10St 111 MmIist

ol antiquity

while others are of

[_’1*1‘11:},\,&:}_ the. oldest
Irish armorial symbols is the Red Hand of Ulster,
the centuried badge of the O’Neills. It dates from
the landing of the sons of Milesius. According to
tradition, two of the chieftains had agreed that
whosoever first touched the ¢¢Isle of Destiny ”
after leaving the vessels in their small boats
should possess the right of selectinn over the por-
tion of the land he was to rule. One seeing his

comvparatively modern or
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rival gaining apace, drew his sword from the | lated into that tongue, while some retained thei
sheath, and cutting off his left hand, hurled the | mottoes in both.

member to the shore, and thus overcame During the invasions of the Danes
ival  Hence the bloody hand has since been | quently during the centuries of the A

LA

the I1rish cian BOULL Ul
»d from tradition oI tne i |
~peitdu. Traivagbhad ang_continned migy | vestigg o or 1] ship.
“the Malésiang rrout ond? aghs vt PR §AI0JUTAC : ng riod of the penal laws, when
a time in North Africa, before arriving s * rhodut o bae Noontrned radebteined
and while there, according to the legend or fa highest distinction in ci il and military st
one of the chiefs during a morning’s hunt slew in almost every country from Spain to Ru
three lions single-handed, a deed of valor ever | many of them were ennobled by the sov
afterward perpetuated by his descendants in their | and governments whom they sery >d.  These
and heraldic history.  Another fegend relates that a | ords of their valor and wofth form an adde
may distinguished member of the clans was cured of | nament to their stral Irish inheritance,
ALY e “Oite ~61 ~u meeaveavasrentile by, oazine_on the | are given_in this collection, and their kindred
. brazen image of the serpent erected by Moses, as | justly and proudly retain the double hon
milies narrated in Scripture. bravely and nobly won.
from Many of the Irish clans and prominent families Many of the most distinguished Irish fa
h the have preserved their motioes, or wateh-words, | also come of that patriotic stock descendec

s and which usually represent some characteristic of the | the Norman invaders, who intermarried wit
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There_heing, afesw. inaccuracies. in. the. Index. they, are_ here_ insested. in. their f
correct form, : |
FAMILY NAME PLATE  CREST FAMILY NAME PLATE  CREST
BOLCOYAN. ... .. .c o cooiie ... iononh s sonas 27 IMcCo o T cr e O e 85 00000 460
Cloidb iy asoosa omsonb o0 oo oaabbo Bocnoos 83 M cEurd y e e ) o000 302
WORDTOVE. . . coooe e oo e SO 15 WDk oo oo acsssosssooson oot one 93
Costigan... ........... .. ..... oo 000 47 MeDermott. . ... ... ool Ml s oo0: 256 '
Wounrhan! 0.0 - e Yfasono0 126 McDevith................. 4...... 367
Courtney. ........... T ns o Ulhoohon i lyf McDonnell............ ......... I oo 93

. MecDonough.................. .. 560000 6 {
Bivoll, . ........... ...... s 137 MCBAITY. o eeeeeoeeenans, I SR 292 %
MGl R Hooosac 7
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Lombard. .. ..ooouet i 20...... 105 |
Lomeregn............... ....... g 258_ Sodliepo e s s g 18s...:. 2 :
REGES TS co 60 0800060800 a060 00060 it 130
MacGeoghagan. ... .............. 88060000 461 SIS b 6600060 ‘600600008 SISE S AR 291

Viarke




INDEX TO COATS OF ARMS.
! FAMILY FAMILY
NAME PLATE CREST NAME PLATE CREST
Aherne ....... SO0 oD SRS aR AT e 4() e 0L O T 55 0 s B 60 OB GO O R0 5 0 HEE0E Woocs00 328 !
O e s i 1Bl s base 356 1M 01a]d wel BT e S R (e R ‘
1 XSRS RN Lt | PN s 436J CEIGS oo v o iosiancssnidnanion B 249 “
» I ARMEGTONEREE B ety e s it i d8a Gl gnitaniia L S8 BN Ra 10 '3
3 NI e SRS s T S e Sty 358 | Campbell...........ccovvvnnn... S et 89 j
4 3 Anthme o st i SR 828 | BAIPIONEEE 25 v (L b S e 94
Afumdel 5o aiaiii A I3sinial ORI Oamavamiaser il s L N s A :
L R R e ot GICH Uanming slsa i oL Sace L Tl T 86/ 5.8 245
AU IGIN G e R R O S v, o I e 20001 - Cannenars B tna L 0L 80 Sn 245
Gantwelli s trerneni i fe L b e i ey e 133
B S A it s s s R R 1h5s % 38| vGarbenyd s it S e TR 113
Eailey RS S R o iR 1AREAG A HCRTeyes o i SR b it e 149
Baldiwinsssssts St i oraat 155s SN 00l Oarmady eyt s o frass ai se sainsana 40 55 476
4 = Bl e e St e SlE lECaimey st o SRS S e e it 264 s, 448
{il [Barnettior SE RN s e e QR 230 CaTEEEs o Ly e RS S e 1955 349
1l BT OISt e A N 4 ale v e 2098 [MCanrol[FEst i iiis e 185 s, 276
| Barroml s s SRR o e e 1520w 359 1 Cagsan ... a...vs AL e 1515w 55 246
| Ayl R s el Gt T @ageynsos s A5 A 5% s n R SRR 124
‘ Baxton det ealiemint v s Satisns 333 | Cassidy ........ IR B e S 2055505 144
BOAtLy BB s SR e S ISR i 489l Canlield s ral sl s e 247
A : B e e P e S 305500 232 | Cavanagh..... R R B 198 = 466
| ZBenneti ARty s e loaaaag 223 ECawlen il Sl cisiti s st s SR S9u 38264
IBovigohioB A el (e ie i AL d2gntibmittitommrmrerrmnsarrrnesersndoersie
BirminghainEesiees S8 Jeie Gidnboomllo oot :Bi A G i e i SRR B S e 15050 40 g
Blake .l G SR L B3 B Te6F G lan ey Lani s sk B0 ey 321

Blennerhassett . . ... AR SRR A 15 ==t o 329 @lanke s s s Lo 5 ; R P A




